
 

 

The ‘no political spin’ newsletter from 

Cllr. Ernie Clark. 
Your Independent County and District councillor. 

Experience Competence Energy Action Results 

Wiltshire Council councillors 

I’m sure that, by now, most people are 

aware of the fact that the new ‘unitary’ 

Wiltshire Council will come into being on 

1st April. 

From this date District Councillors will 

cease to hold office, but existing Wiltshire 

County Councillors will continue to serve 

as your elected representatives until the 

election for the new council is held on 

Thursday 4th June. 

During this potentially difficult period 

please don’t hesitate to contact me if you 

have a problem regarding any of the     

services provided by the new Wiltshire 

Council. 

 

Church Street / Hill Street junction 

Unseen by the public, councillors are     

often involved in trying to resolve local  

issues through negotiation with council 

officers.  Often these are successful, but 

sometimes they are not. 

Since being elected to the County Council 

I have, amongst other projects, been     

trying to get safety improvements made 

at the junction of Church/Hill Street and 

Whaddon Lane.  Various schemes were 

put forward but, for various reasons, all 

had to be discounted. 

However, a few weeks ago the offer was 

made by WCC highways to re-align the 

centre line of the road and possibly ’hatch’ 

the inside of the bend.  The theory was 

that these changes might move lorries 

further away from the inside kerb.  The 

only caveat was that the request needed 

to come from/be endorsed by the parish 

council. 

The matter was discussed at a recent  

parish council meeting but did not receive 

the necessary level of support to proceed.  

 

 Affordable housing 

Recently, the WWDC planning committee 

was asked to make a decision on an       

application for 18 houses at the junction 
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of Ashton Road and Hilperton Drive on 

land allocated for affordable housing. 

One would hope that the WWDC planners 

have learnt a lesson from the problems 

being experienced on new developments 

with the lack of off-street parking         

provision, but it seems they haven’t.  For 

this reason, and this reason alone, I     

proposed refusal so that revised plans 

with additional parking could be          

submitted.  The suggestion met with 

much agreement but, regrettably, my  

proposal was defeated on the casting vote 

of the Chairman. 

 

Great Bear lorries 

CPUK has now found a way to ‘double 

stack’ the pallets on their Great Bear  

Distribution lorries.    Accordingly, the 

lorries, under normal circumstances, now 

run their circular route every two hours 

rather than the originally planned forty 

minutes. 

As mentioned in the past, please report 

any incidents of poor driving to me and I 

will take the matter up with CPUK. 

Council tax 

The new Wiltshire Council will see us 

paying a 3.5% increase in council tax.  I’m 

disappointed that the much vaunted    

savings from the unitary council don’t 

seem to have been passed onto the public 

and little heed seems to have been paid to  

how people are already suffering during 

the ‘credit crunch’. 

Interestingly, only the Independent   

councillors voted against the increase; not 

a single Labour or Lib Dem member voted 

to reject the above-inflation rise. 

 

Hilperton                                

neighbourhood policing team 

After a period of being very short-staffed, 

the team is getting back to full strength.  

However, there are rumours that the beat 

areas are likely to be changed after April 

to mirror the new electoral divisions of 

the unitary council. 

For non-emergencies the email address is 

hilpertstavertnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

or phone 0845 408 7000. 
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How to contact me 

By post  3 Stonelea, Hilperton, BA14 7QQ 

By phone  01225 769940 or 0794 120 1995 

By email  cllreclark@westwiltshire.gov.uk or  

    ernieclark@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Website  www.ernieclark.org.uk 


