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Communicating with and working for you all year round. 

Thank you! 
May I thank everyone who voted for me in the Wiltshire Council election 
back in June.  I am grateful for the overwhelming support that I received 
and I have been told that you have given me the biggest majority of any 
councillor in Wiltshire! 

For those of you who did not see the result, the polling was as follows:-  

 

Ernie Clark (Independent) 1,402 

Trace Senior (Conservative)    250 

Poz Watson (Lib Dem)     162 

 

At the first council meeting the membership of various committees was 
agreed and I retained my places on both the Western Area Planning      
Committee and the Standards Committee.  I am also Chairman of the new 
Trowbridge Area Board which has been set-up in order that decisions on   
local issues can be made by local people. 
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My election address 

As part of my election campaign I listed 
my main priorities for the new council.     
I have already been able to address some 
of these issues and can advise as follows. 

Kerbside collection of cardboard and   
plastic.  This subject was raised at the 
first meeting of the new council and met 
with a disappointing response from the 
Conservative cabinet.  A report is to be 
prepared which the cabinet, according to 
Cllr. Sturgis, will consider “in due course”.  
As this matter has wide cross-party (and 
Independent) support, one would have 
hoped that the new council would be 
somewhat keener to act. 

Social care services.  From discussions 
with various senior officers at Wiltshire 
Council I am heartened by the fact that 
care services (especially for the elderly) 
are seen as a high priority.  In particular, 
I was pleased to be told that the council 
does not intend to participate in ‘reverse 
auctions’ whereby service providers keep 
under-cutting prices in order to deliver a 
lack-lustre service.  I am assured that 
Wiltshire Council places quality of care 
above all else. 

‘Division Budgets’.  I raised this           
possibility at the first meeting of the 
Trowbridge Area Board and it met with 
approval from other councillors.  I am now 
in the process of investigating exactly how 
Wiltshire Council can adopt this idea. 

HGV traffic on the B3105 / speeding.  The 
HGV issue is not going to be easy to      
resolve as it affects both Hilperton and 
Staverton.  I intend to bring this issue  
forward as something that the new Area 
Board could champion.  The speeding    
issue is awaiting further information from 
the Chief Constable’s office. 

 

Postal voting 

At the recent election nearly 600 people in 
Hilperton Division opted for postal votes 
and 80% of these people then voted, either 
by posting their ballot paper back to the 
council or by taking it to a polling station 
on the day of the election. 

You no longer need to have a specific   
reason to ask for a postal vote - everyone 
is entitled to one.  If you would like        
details of how to register please contact 
either myself or Wiltshire Council. 
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