
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr. Ernie Clark. 
Your Independent 

Wiltshire councillor. 

Experience  Competence  Energy  Action  Results 

Dear Resident, 

This winter was quite mild and,       

consequently, the lack of grit bins in 

Hilperton Division, especially on the 

hillier parts of Paxcroft Mead, was 

not as serious as in previous years. 

It is a frustrating issue as it would 

not be expensive to resolve.  It is to 

be hoped that the Trowbridge  Area 

Board can find a solution to the 

problem that was caused by the 

WC Cabinet’s bizarre decision a 

year or so ago to allocate just one 

extra bin for the whole of the 

Trowbridge area! 

Whilst on the issue of roads,    

speeding is still one of the major 

sources of complaints to me.  Our 

police do what they can but      

Hilperton now has a Community 

Speed Watch (CSW) team which 

operates at various points in the   

village. 

If you would like more information 

please contact me and I will pass 

your details on.  I know that many 

people disagree with the CSW 

scheme and I have written more 

about it inside this newsletter.  

Some people regard it as a good 

scheme, others as being a step 

too far in ’localism’.     

Ernie Clark. 
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Speeding 

 

Probably the most contentious  

issue in Hilperton, and the other 

villages in the area, is speeding.  

Ironically, statistics show that 

most of the speeders are local 

residents. 

‘Traffic count’ strips have been 

used at five locations in the parish 

to find out what enforcement 

steps can be taken.  At two of 

them (Hilperton Drive and Leap 

Gate) the resulting analysis of the 

data showed that neither site 

qualified for any action! 

The other three (Horse Road, Hill 

Street / Marsh Road, Trowbridge 

Road) were all assessed as    

having a speeding issue that 

would allow Community Speed 

Watch (CSW) to operate there.  In 

addition, the Trowbridge Road site 

has such a problem (speeds  

regularly in excess of 50mph) that 

a Speed Indicator Device (SID) 

will be used there in future. 

On occasions, the CSW team will 

also have a police officer present.  

When this happens the officer will 

issue fixed penalty notices to  

anyone found to be driving at 

40mph or more. 

If you would like to help to try to 

reduce speeding by joining the 

CSW,  please get in touch with 

me and I will pass your details to 

the CSW co-ordinator. 

 

Wiltshire Core Strategy 

 

This is the document that will tell 

developers what can be built 

where and in what numbers.  It is 

anticipated that the final stage of 

the process, the Examination In 

Public, will take place later this 

year. 

For up to date news on local issues, or to register for 

my e-newsletter,  please visit 

www.ernieclark.org.uk 



Please note that it is important that 

no one touches fly tipped waste.  

This is a) for your own safety and 

b) so that any evidence can be 

photographed in situ and bagged 

for investigation. 

There are some sites that are more 

popular with fly tippers than others.  

The council now has the power to 

observe these with hidden 

cameras. 

 

Parish Steward 

 

This scheme recently changed its 

format slightly.  In the past, the 

steward was tasked with 

undertaking specific jobs by the 

parish council.  Now, however, he 

has far more flexibility when he is in 

the parish to sort out any problems, 

such as pot holes in the road. 

 

We are fortunate to have had the 

same steward for some years now 

and he has got used to knowing 

where problems are likely to re-

occur. 

Wiltshire Council budget 

 

As you have probably seen from 

your council tax bills, Wiltshire 

Council did not increase its precept 

this year. 

At the meeting when the budget 

was agreed, I supported the 

attempts to reinstate free swimming 

for the under 16s and over 60s and 

to get the local sports centres to   

re-open on Bank Holidays.  Both 

these amendments were defeated. 

On a more positive note, the new 

library in Trowbridge is just about 

on schedule and, to be fair to the 

administration at County Hall, at 

least they have not taken an axe to 

the library service unlike some of 

our bordering councils. 

 

Fly tipping 

 

Regrettably, this nuisance 

continues throughout Wiltshire but 

especially in Hilperton.   Wiltshire 

Council is responsible for getting 

rubbish moved and they ask that 

 

 

 

Ernie Clark, your local councillor. 

Experience   Competence   Energy   Action   Results    



Printed by Townsend Design & Print, Melksham SN12 8BS. 

Funded and promoted by Ernie Clark, 3 Stonelea, Hilperton BA14 7QQ. 

Community Speed Watch 

This seems to be a contentious 

topic.  Somewhat like Marmite I 

think; you either love it or you hate 

it!! 

Several people have voiced their 

opinion regarding the villagers who 

have volunteered, whilst others 

have praised the initiative.  The 

simple fact is that so long as you 

drive within the speed limit (plus 

10%) you have nothing to worry 

about. 

Personally, I think that speed     

enforcement should, in an ideal 

world, be carried out by the police.  

How to contact me 

 

Web site  www.ernieclark.org.uk 

E-mail   ernie.clark@wiltshire.gov.uk 

By post   3 Stonelea, Hilperton, Wiltshire  BA14 7QQ 

By phone  01225 769940 

Mobile   0794 120 1995 

 

But, let’s not delude ourselves, 

that simply is not going to hap-

pen. 

We therefore have the options of 

either ‘do it yourself’ or do nothing 

except complain knowing that the 

police are very unlikely to take 

any action. 

As speeding is a cause of many 

complaints to me, perhaps we 

should show a little more          

tolerance to the CSW team and 

their very visible stints at the side 

of the road. 

If anyone is interested in joining 

the team please get in touch with 


